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    GB Powerlifting Federation Ltd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Sunday 23rd April 2023 


M I N U T E S 

1. Members present:  Ian Finch, Richard Parker, Gary Hills, Sue Curtiss, Kim Cowell, Jacob Wymer, David Allen, Jenni Sherwood, Charlotte Reynolds, Mick Ellender, Lotte Hall, Craig Coggle, Rebecca Coggle, Sophia Ellis, Paul Marsh, Fred McKenzie, Jim McGill, Moa Wikner, Lisa Grant, Romina Bastin, Owen Leggett, Hugo Duarte, Ben Pape, Ben Davis, Karen Lai, James Brincat-Smith, Tom Smith, Gigi Nicholson, Josh New, Martin Bass, Martin Marsahll, Richard Caine, Tom Beech, Allen Ottolangui, Jenny Hunter, Bryn Evans, Hannah Matson, Charlie Marillier, Henry Tosh, Daniel Clarke, Scott West, Ted Brown, Henry Clark, Tom Morgan, Catherine Hoaresmith, Mike Hoaresmith, Ben Passmore, Kevin Jane, Owen Hubbard, Sheri Miles, Joseph Diva, Jurins Kengamu.

52 voting members present.	63 proxy votes registered.

2. Hall of Fame Award 2022 presented to Ted Brown by the CEO.

3. Minutes of the 2022 AGM – were posted withing one month of the last AGM and no comments were received by the four-month deadline (By-Law 36,2).

4. Matters arising – none.

5. Finance Reports - after much deliberation these were voted on and NOT ACCEPTED.

It was pointed out that the finance director Dave Turner have resigned but was continuing to deal with British Powerlifting finances until a replacement is in post. The vacancy was still being advertised. Dave had produced a set of accounts, but as he was not present numerous questions pertaining to the accounts could not be answered.
Around £319k in the account with the main expenses being anti-doping costs and international teams. A profit of 65k which included a 20k saving from the previous year budgeted for ant-doping.
Charlie Marillier asked if the new finance director once in post could provide a report re the state of accounts for the membership which was agreed by the chair and would take place within two months into the post.
James Brincatt-Smith asked why an alternative to Paypal business transactions had not been considered as was agreed last year by the board as the cost of using this was currently 8k due to paypal charging 3.2% on each transaction. Other services were mentioned such as Barclaycard, Stripe and World Pay which could save BP some expenses.
The depreciation of BP equipment held in various locations was questioned by Richard Crain. It was pointed out that some of the equipment was over six years old and consequently had lost some value. It was noted that some equipment was still at the Horncastle gym held by Marc Giles and that that should now be moved elsewhere as Marc was no longer running BP events.


6. Agreement of budget for 2023 - There was further extensive discussion around the budget presented by the outgoing finance director which was voted on and NOT ACCEPTED.                                           

 Owen Hubbard questioned why there was an increase in the amount set aside for anti-doping, this being due to UKAD taking over and all testing to go through BP and not at the request of divisions.                                                                                                         Questions were raised as to why no funds have been allocated to Performance director position, why there was already an overspend for 2023 on equipment (Now £11K). Not all allocated funds were spent on Development officer expenses as the position had been vacated. The remainder of funds had been used be some head coaches to promote equipped lifting.


7. Appointment and remuneration of accountants – Deferred pending appointment of a new Finance Director.

8. Chairman’s Report – accepted with no comments.

9. Chief Executive Officer’s Report – The CEO read and circulated copies of his report, which was accepted.

Owen Hubbard, Jurins Kengamu questioned why no drug testing at this year’s BUCS and British Classic took place – this being because BP has no say in where when and who will be tested. Paul Marsh asked if Cat 2 refs can conduct divisional referees’ exams- suggested he confirms position with technical officer Doreen Dowsett.

POST MEETING NOTE – Drug testing WAS carried out at the British Classic championships!  

                                            

10. Committee Reports:

10.1. England – no report
10.2. Scotland – no report
10.3. Wales – report accepted
10.4. Northern Ireland – no report

5. Disciplinary Committee - Current committee consists of Bryn Evans (Chair) Kim Cowell, Arun Singh, Emma Goodwin and Phil Guise. No substantial matters to discuss.  Some discussion around whistle blowing policy and people perhaps needed someone anonymous to talk to about concerns or incidents. Kevin Jane suggested that a contact number be added to the safeguarding policy; Charlie Marillier offered to have her number added.

10.5. Athlete’s Commission – report accepted.
10.6. Law and Legislation Committee – no report
10.7. Medical Committee - report accepted.

11.  Elections – none this year.


12. Notices of motion from the Board:

12.1. To accept the appointment of Marty Cummings as Director for Northern Ireland – ACCEPTED.
12.2. To accept the resignation of Ben Davis as Development and Competition Director - ACCEPTED
12.3. To accept the resignation of Dave Turner as Finance Director – NOT ACCEPTED as he was still doing the job.
12.4. To amend By-Law 12 to include a Coaching membership category with a fee of £20/year.  These will have the suffix C in their membership number and will not be valid for competition entry – discussed at length and amended to:
Non Lifting Membership with NL suffix – ACCEPTED with one vote against and four abstentions.
12.5. To limit the number of people accompanying a lifter in the warm-up area to a maximum of two.
Amended that IPF rules should be followed – ACCEPTED

13. Notice of Motion from members:

13.1. From Mat Brignall and Sheridan Wray

That the British Bench (and any other) comps are not run in the 'open' format.

	NOT SECONDED

13.2. From Jacob Wymer

Individuals can apply to complete the Level Two Coaching Course without prior completion of the Level One Coaching Course if the individual has an equivalent or higher-level qualification. e.g. Level Three Personal Trainer, UKSCA Accreditation, Sports Science Degree, etc.

Stipulation:
Individuals would not be able to claim the Level One Certification without completion of the course, nor call themselves a British Powerlifting Coach, they would simply be exempt from the Level One Course. The qualifications for exemption are to be determined by the Coaching Course Lead, as well as input from the Tutors, Performance Director, Development Director and/or Head Coaches to ensure sufficient agreement across the relevant parties.
Applications for exemption would be handled on a case by case basis, as a list is likely to be non-exhaustive and any given qualification does not guarantee the knowledge attained by completing Level One. However, a list should still be formalised and published alongside the process in order to direct those that are eligible to apply for exemption.

ACCEPTED with one vote against.


13.3. From Joanna Platt 
British Powerlifting AGMs to facilitate online attendance (hybrid/fully online). 
ACCEPTED with three abstentions.

13.4. From Joanna Platt

Update AGM Proxy Voting Procedure to allow completion of an electronic form.

Some discussion highlighting that there are several programmes available that can cater for running AGM’s, meetings etc. with large numbers, however no costs mentioned or of anyone wanting to look into the practicalities of using them. 

ACCEPTED  

                                                                                                                                      

13.5. From Joanna Platt
Reintroduction of Non-Lifting Associate Membership.
Superseded by 12.4

13.6. From Joanna Platt
Championship schedules to be created as live documents, published in a single location, and entrants to be notified by email when the schedule has been published.
ACCEPTED

13.7. From Kim Cowell and Bryn Evans

Motion from Bryn Evans & Kimberley Cowell (North West)
1. Reinstate the Associate membership for non-competing, non-officials members at a reduced fee of c. £10-15.

Superseded by 12.4


Motion from Kimberley Cowell (North West)
2. From 2024, British Powerlifting AGMs to be held remotely; examples of platforms to manage: https://www.softwarereviews.com/categories/virtual-annual-general-meeting  

As per 13.4 

Motion from Kimberley Cowell (North West)
1. The divisional referee exam shall comprise of:
a. An online CPD-type course, which will largely self-administer and be priced at
c. £30pp including the badge and tie for divisional referees, and;
b. Observation, at any sanctioned competition, by a National referee or higher.
The observing referee would simply email the Technical Officer to confirm the
observation was satisfactory, or that it was not and feedback has been given
to the prospective referee. Further observation can take place at the next
available competition, if required.
The current criteria of 2 years’ membership, 18+ years old and being put
forward by your division to stand.
2. The upgrade to National level referee will be granted upon:
a. The referee having been a divisional referee for a minimum of 2 years to seek
an upgrade;
b. The referee having the support of their division, and;
c. Observation, at any sanctioned competition, in the centre seat, by a Cat II IPF
referee or higher. The observing referee would simply email the Technical
Officer to confirm the observation was satisfactory, or that it was not and
feedback has been given to the prospective referee. Further observation can
take place at the next available competition, if required.

Deferred to the Board in accordance with Article 55.2, viz.  “The Board is responsible for the supervision and control of all technical matters”.

13.8. From Owen Hubbard

The addition of an associate membership for coaches/noncompeting members"

Superseded by 12.4
 
13.9. From Adam Reilly and Sheri Miles

International selection process should be uniform across the board and not dependant on rules set by different head coaches. This will ensure a clear process ahead of the championships for all lifters in a fair matter - lifters shouldn’t have to chase to find out a process, it should be clearly laid out ahead of the championships (this was not the case at All England 2022)
Special dispensation should not automatically mean selection above the lifters who competed and won at the respective competition regardless of total achieved. The fact a lifter can submit a total without putting it up again and still get selected over the lifter who achieved that total and won the competition doesn’t allow for a variety of lifters to be motivated to compete at a national level and grow all lifters within the sport, not just a select few.

Winning your weight class at any national competition, should automatically put you ahead for first selection ABOVE the lifter that has been granted special dispensation. The special dispensation lifter should be an automatic reserve and can gain team selection under the following circumstances:
1. The winner does not accept their place. 
1. The winner does not meet the international standards set out by the head coach ahead of the competition. If there are no international standard guidelines clearly communicated to all the lifters ahead of the competition, then the winner should be selected.

Special circumstances will still be taken into consideration such as injury.

It was agreed that the team selection and dispensation needed to be more transparent. Ian Finch to speak to all head coaches re clearly setting out their criteria so that the process is the same for all lifters The Board to then update the wording re international selection and dispensation. 

At this point (14.30hrs) four members left the meeting.                                                                                                                      

13.10. From Sheri Miles

Personal equipment for Muslim women at BP comps

British Powerlifting should release a formal statement on the rules relating to Muslim women’s dress at British Powerlifting comps. This statement should not leave any guesswork, just clear clothing rules. We understand that plain black leggings and long sleeves tops can be worn, however in 2022 there have been a few incidents which Muslim competitors were told that they were unable to lift with these garments, causing considerable amount of distress for the individuals involved. We have not seen any official communication regarding this , but understand there are specific rules in place. Additionally, BP should push for the IPF to make suitable and clear changes in the rulebook OR to also release a statement. This is crucial for all inclusivity in the sport. 

ACCEPTED - Cat Hoaresmith agreed to send wording of motion to the Board to make things clearer for lifters and officials, but will not alter IPF standard.                                                                                                                      


13.11. From Adam Reilly and Sheri Miles

British Powerlifting increase expense for referees attended British Championships by £5 per Day.

The new rates would be: 
Round trip of 50-100 miles £15 for each day of attendance 
Round trip of 101-200 miles £25 for each day of attendance 
Round trip of 201-300 miles £35 for each day of attendance 
Round trip of over 300 miles £45 for each day of attendance

ACCEPTED 

13.12. From Adam Reilly

British Powerlifting actively look to recruit a Communications Director, current I feel communications could be improved and having someone dedicated to do this will improve the situation.

ACCEPTED

13.13. From Kim Cowell and Paul Marsh

a) In addition to the current expenses of £250/£125 for the head coach and referees who attend international competitions, British Powerlifting shall also pay, in advance the accommodation costs of up to 10 nights for the head coach and four nights for referees (up to three referees).

ACCEPTED After a lengthy discussion where it was pointed out that the cost of doing this would be in the region of £50K per annum, not currently budgeted for and that the accounts and budget had not been accepted by the meeting. 

b) The coaching levy (£30/lifter) is scrapped.  It is not a cost that should be met by the lifter, nor is it consistently or transparently distributed to the coaches/officials.

ACCEPTED

c) This policy shall be kept under review with a view to increasing funding for coaches and officials at internationals. 

ACCEPTED

14. Meeting closed at 16.30hrs

15.  Hall of Fame 2022 Inductees:  Rob Palmer, Ted Brown, Bobby Butters, Chris Gilbert.
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